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Support and Information:

Caring for Blind or Visually Impaired Pets

Online:

http://www.blinddogs.com
A comprehensive site with many links to other helpful websites.  Also has an email list, Blind Dog Connections, that you may join to communicate with others who care for pets like yours.

http://www.blinddogs.net
Another site with many links and tips for living with a blind or visually impaired pet.

http://www.blinddog.info/blinddoghelp.htm
This site also has generalized tips, as well as a “question and answer” section for specific queries.

http://www.deafdogs.org/resources
Although this site is designed mainly for deaf dogs, there is also information available about blind pets.

http://www.messybeast.com/disabled.htm     (Just for the kitties!)

This unique site addressed the needs of disabled felines, and provides information on ways to improve the quality of life for blind cats.  There is also information on moving with a blind cat.

Eye protection for dogs:

Doggles—goggles for dogs.  Some of our patients actually keep them on!  They can be ordered online at http://www.doggles.com ; many pet stores are also carrying this product.  The website has helpful tips and tricks.

Little Angel Vest—check out their website at http://www.angelvest.homestead.com and see if this light weight protection may be helpful for your dog.  They also have an eye shield that provides protection from things such as twigs for dogs who still want to explore the hedges and walk in the woods.
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Books and DVDs:  

These can be found on http://www.amazon.com and may also be found through some of the links on the above websites.

Living with Blind Dogs: A Resource and Training Guide for the Owners of Blind and Low Vision Pets by Caroline D. Levin.  Helpful hints from hundreds of blind dog owners: dealing with loss, causes of blindness, how dogs react to blindness, pack interactions, helping dogs negotiate house and yard, training new skills, toys and games.

Blind Dog Stories: Tales of Triumph, Humor, and Heroism by Caroline D. Levin.  Heartwarming short stories from around the world illustrating that blind dogs can live useful, happy lives, offering encouragement to owners.


New Skills for Blind Dogs.  A companion DVD to the book Living with Blind Dogs.  Includes training theory, directional cues, managing steps and stairs, etc.  (Length: 48 minutes)
Chulita the Blind Cat by Constance Jackson-Pitts.  A story about a blind cat learning to compensate for her handicap and the amazing things she can do.  Written for 9-12 year olds, but a captivating and heart-warming story for all.
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